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Day by day program 
Sunday 30th March 
 
2:30 - 
6:15pm 
 

 
Conference Registration Desk Open 

 
4.30pm 
 

 
Afternoon Tea 
 

5:00pm 
 

Richard D’Andrea and 
Mark Guthridge 

Welcome 

5:10pm 
 

Peter Cox –  
CEO - Leukaemia Foundation 

Official Opening and Presentation of Leukaemia 
Foundation Travel Scholarships 

 
5:25 - 
7.25pm 
 

 
Session 1 – Targeting leukaemic stem cell survival 
Sponsored by  
Chair: Donald Small 
 

5:25pm 
 

John Dick  Cancer Stem Cells: do they matter? 

6:10pm 
 

David Huang  Targeting cell survival pathways to treat 
leukaemias 

6:35pm 
 

Richard Lock  Treatment of the acute leukaemias: tightening 
the screw 

7.00pm Devinder Gill  In search of the leukaemia stem cell in chronic 
lymphocytic leukaemia (B-CLL)? 

 
7:30 - 
9:00pm 
 

 
Welcome reception/mixer –  
Sponsored by  
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Monday 31st March 
 
8:00am 

 
Conference Registration Desk Open 

 
8:30 - 
10:20am 
 

 
Session 2 – Targeting growth factor receptor signalling in leukaemia 
Sponsored by  
Chair: Tessa Holyoake 
 

8:30am 
 

Donald Small  Targeting FLT3 for Therapy of Leukemia 

9:15am 
 

Leonie Ashman  c-KIT mutations in AML: implications for targeted therapy 

9:40am Paul Ekert Life and death of myeloid cells: testing the requirements for 
cell death genes and transcription factors 

10:00am 
 

Mark Guthridge  A new cytokine receptor survival switch: What goes wrong in 
leukemia 

 
10:20am 

 
Morning Tea – Sponsored by  
 

 
11:00-
12.55pm 
 

 
Session 3 – Deregulated cell growth and survival in leukaemia   
Sponsored by  
Chair: David Huang 
 

11:00am Angel Lopez  A new mechanism of cytokine receptor activation 

11:25pm Evan Ingley  New Src family tyrosine kinase pathways- A Lyn perspective. 

11:50pm 
 

Grant McArthur  Targeting mTOR and ribosome biogenesis during myc-
induced lymphomagenesis 

12:15pm 
 

Priscilla Kelly  Role of endogenous anti-apoptotic Bcl-2 family proteins in 
lymphoma development 

12.35pm Nicole Verrills  Protein phosphatise 2A: a novel therapeutic target for 
myeloid leukaemias 

 
1:00pm 
 

 
Lunch – Sponsored by  
 

2:00 - 
4.15pm 
 

Session 4 – Molecular genetic approaches to leukaemia 
Sponsored by  
Chair: Thomas Gonda 

2.00pm Nancy Jenkins  Harnessing transposons for cancer gene discovery 

2.45pm Hamish Scott  Using familial predispositions to haematological malignancies 
to follow disease progression. 

3.10pm Charles Mullighan  Genomic insights into acute leukemia 

3.55pm Richard D’Andrea  Translocation–specific gene expression changes in AML: 
potential leads for therapy 

4:30pm Poster Session/Trade Display/Drinks  
 
7.00pm 

 
BBQ dinner on the beach –  
Sponsored by  
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Tuesday 1st April 
 
8:00am 

 
Conference Registration Desk Open 

 
8:30-
10:25am 
 

 
Session 5 – Transcription factors in leukemogenesis 
Sponsored by 
Chair: Neal Copeland 
 

8:30am 
 

Dong-Er Zhang  t(8;21) and leukemia development: What is the second hit? 

9:15am 
 

Thomas Gonda Insights into targets of, and mechanisms of transformation 
by MYB 

9:40am 
 

Lorraine Robb  Mixl1: a nonclustered homeobox gene that can cause AML in 
mice 

10:00am 
 

John Rasko  CTCF and BORIS: paralogous zinc finger proteins competing 
in cancer? 

 
10:25am 

 
Morning Tea – Sponsored by 
 

 
11:00 - 
1:00pm 
 

 
Session 6 – New therapeutic approaches 
Sponsored by 
Chair: Tim Hughes 
 

11:00am 
 

Ryuzo Ohno  Conventional leukaemia therapy: the Japanese experience 

11:35pm 
 

Brunangelo Falini  AML with mutated NPM1: biological and  
clinical features 

12:10pm 
 

Linda Bendall Blocking mTOR in acute lymphoblastic leukaemia  

12:35pm 
 

Ricky Johnstone  Mouse models of leukaemia and lymphoma to assess 
apoptotic and therapeutic activities of HDACi 

 
1:00pm 

 
Lunch – Sponsored by  
 

 
2:00 - 
3:00pm 

 
Session 7 – Hot topics   
Sponsored by 
Chair: Mark Guthridge/Richard D’Andrea 
 

2:00pm 
 

Emilie Bard-
Chapeau  

Molecular controls of myeloid leukemia by the Evi1 oncogene 

2:12pm 
 

Alla Dolnikov  
 

Low GSK-3β activity maintains haematopoietic stem cells ex 
vivo 

2:24pm 
 

Sally Mapp  
 

Lymphoma pathogenesis utilising a retroviral model 

2:36pm 
 

Deb White  
 

Prediction of molecular response to second line therapy, in 
imatinib resistant CML patients 

2:48pm 
 

Edwin Hawkins  
 

Single cell video analysis of stimulated primary lymphocytes 
reveals a stochastic division dependent regulation of the 
decision between proliferation and apoptosis 
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Tuesday 1st April (Cont…) 
 
 
3:00pm 
 

 
Afternoon Tea – Sponsored by 

 
3:30 - 
5:30pm 
 

 
Session 8 – Advances in CML  
Sponsored by  
Chair: John Dick 

3:30pm 
 

Tessa Holyoake  Characterisation of cancer stem cells in CML and novel 
approaches to their eradication 

4:15pm 
 

Junia Melo  Downregulation of the Bach2 transcription factor in CML 
 

4:50pm Tim Hughes  Overcoming imatinib resistance in CML with second 
generation ABL kinase inhibitors 

5:15pm David Marin  OMA in Imatinib-resistant CML patients with the T315I 
Mutation 

5.35pm End of day 

 
7:00pm 
 
 

 
Conference Dinner 
Sails Beach Restaurant – Noosa 
Hosted by  
 

 
 
Wednesday 2nd April 
 
8:30am 

 
Conference Registration Desk Open 

 
8:30 - 
10:25am 
 

 
Session 9 – Advances in animal models of leukaemia 
Sponsored by  
Chair: Doug Hilton  
 

8:30am Neal Copeland  
 

A mouse model of T-ALL induced by retroviral gene therapy 
in SCID-X1 patients 

9:15am 
 

Matthew McCormack Scl regulates haemopoietic progenitor cycling and causes 
myeloid leukaemia in mice 

9:35am 
 

Warren Alexander   Ets related gene (Erg) is essential for hematopoietic stem 
cell function 

9:55am 
 

Stephen Nutt  PU.1: a multifunctional regulator of haemopoiesis and 
leukemia 

10.25am Closing Remarks Mark Guthridge/Richard D’Andrea 

 
10:45-
11:30am 
 

 
Morning Tea 

 
12:00 - 
1:30pm 

 
Buses departing for Brisbane Airport 
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